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The Societ y of  Childr enÕs Book Wr it er s and I llust r at or s is a pr of essional or ganizat ion 
f or  wr it er s and illust r at or s of  childr enÕs lit er at ur e.  I f  you j oin on t he nat ional level, 
you aut omat ically become a member  of  t he SCBWI  Dakot as (or  your  own st at eÕs 
r egion).   For  mor e inf or mat ion about  t he benef it s of  belonging t o SCBWI , visit  
www.scbwi.or g 

 

What  is SCBWI ? 
 

In This Issue: 

¥ Mor e Sharp Wr it ing 
Tips 

 
¥ Market  News 
 
 ¥ Good News f r om 

SCBWI  Dakot as 
Member s 

“BIC. Butt in chair. 
That’s how you 

become a 
professional writer. 
It doesn’t have to 

do with inspiration; 
and it doesn’t have 

to do with 
agitation, it only 

has to do with 
perspiration. 

William Faulkner 
once said, ‘I write 

only when I’m 
inspired. 

Fortunately 
I’m inspired at 

9:00 every 
morning.’ BIC.” 

 
~ Jane Yolen, 

children's author 

  

  

Who is r eceiving t his Newslet t er : 
 

Because weÕd like t o r each as many wr it er s and illust r at or s as we can, t her e will be 
t wo ver sions of  t he newslet t er : 

The COMPACT ver sion will f eat ur e shor t er  ver sions of  t he int er views, some mar ket  
news and t he cont est s and ar t icles on cr af t .  This newslet t er  is available t o any 
int er est ed wr it er  or  illust r at or  of  childr enÕs lit er at ur e. 

The DELUXE ver sion will f eat ur e expanded market  news, member  news, longer  
int er views and mor e in-dept h ar t icles.  This will be available t o SCBWI  member s only, 
as a per k of  your  member ship. 

 

Firs t  Line Cont est , Oct ober  
 
 Congr at ulat ions t o Ter r i DeGezelle and St eph Newland, who bot h cor r ect ly 
ident if ied t he f ir st  line: ÒOn a warm summer Õs evening, a ver y angr y t welve 
year  old boy was leaning against  a chest nut  t r ee, t ear ing a leaf  int o small 
pieces and mut t er ing t o himself ,Ó  as being f r om Blood Red Hor se by K M 
Gr ant . 

I f  you know t he answer  t o t his mont hÕs f ir st  line cont est , e mail me at  
scbwidakot as@gmail.com.   

 
Fir st  Line Cont est ... 
 Her eÕs t he f ir st  line.  Can you ident if y t he aut hor  and t it le of  t he wor k? 

 ÒPay at t ent ion.Ó  

Know t he answer ?  E-mail it  t o me at  scbwidakot as@gmail.com  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Hello, Ever yone! 

As we speak, I Õm wr it ing t his column, r evising a book r eview, and decor at ing 
t he Chr ist mas t r ee.  Nor mally, I  donÕt  r ecommend f r enet ic mult i-t asking.  But  
in our  f amily, it Õs holiday t r adit ion t o wait  unt il t he last  minut e (wit h 
ever yt hing!).  
 
But  ser iously, December  has been a busy mont h.  I  j ust  r et ur ned f r om 
Honesdale, Pennsylvania, wher e I  at t ended a Highlight s Founder s Wor kshop 
led by J ane Yolen.  I t  was incr edible. 
 
The t it le of  t he wor kshop was ÒEver y Wor d Count s: Wr it ing t he Pict ur e 
Book.Ó  But  t he wor d t hat  r esonat es is Òcut .Ó  As at t endees, we f ound 
our selves cut t ing, cut t ing, cut t ing.  I t  wasnÕt  much f un, but  we discover ed 
how wor d count  dir ect ly af f ect s t he pace and impact  of  our  st or ies.    
 
The ot her  wor d t hat  I  absor bed was Òabundance.Ó  As J ane Yolen pr esent ed 
and analyzed an abundance of  published books, ideas f or  new books began t o 
mult iply.  
 
This abundance is available t o all of  us.  Go t o t he libr ary, bookst or e, or  on-
line cat alogs.  Dive in t o see what  aut hor s and illust r at or s are doing.  Next , 
push your self  int o t he land of  ideas.  Banish your  censor , and let  list s of  
possibilit ies f low.  
When one of  t hese ideas gr abs you (and youÕll know when it  happens), donÕt  sit  
back.  Gr ab t hat  pen, pencil, or  lapt op...and wr it e! 
 
Wishing you an abundance of  blessings f or  t he New Year ! 
 
J ean Pat r ick 

 

 J ean Pat r ick is t he SCBWI  Regional Advisor  f or  t he Dakot as Societ y of  
Childr enÕs Book Wr it er s and I llust r at or s.  I f  you have comment s, please 
cont act  her  at  j ean@j eanpat r ick.com  

 

From Your RAÉ 
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“The unread 
story is not a 

story; it is 
little black 

marks on wood 
pulp. The 

reader, reading 
it, makes it 
live: a live 

thing, a story.” 
 

Ursula K. Le 
Guin 

 
 

  

  

  

 
 

Tr y t his f or  a lit t le lit er ary exer cise and a "no skin of f  your  back" donat ion 
t o char it y.  (They r eally do donat e t hat  r ice!) 

ht t p:/ /w ww.f r eer ice.com/  
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Shar p Wr it ing! 
Writ ing t ips by N. L. Sharp 

 
 
 

  

  

 

"Writing is long 
periods of 

thinking 
and short 

periods 
of writing." 

~Ernest 
Hemingway 

 
 
 

  

As I  wr it e t his, I  am st ill r eeling f r om t he news t hat  t her e was a shoot ing 
in t he West Roads Mall in Omaha t hat  lef t  at  least  nine people dead.  I  had 
j ust  r et ur ned f r om a Chr ist mas shopping t r ip myself  when my son called 
and asked if  I  had heard about  it .  I  hadn' t .  I  t ur ned on t he t elevision and 
I  was st ill t her e, wat ching, t r ying t o make sense of  it  all, when my husband 
got  home f r om wor k t hat  night . 
 
The media and t he police are t r ying t o make sense of  it , as well.  They have 
invest igat ed t he shoot er ' s backgr ound and shared wit h us t hat  he was a 
"t r oubled" yout h who had r ecent ly been f ir ed f r om his j ob and br oken up 
wit h his gir lf r iend.  They say he had dr opped out  of  school t wo years ago 
and was known t o have been on ant idepr essant s.  They say t hat  he was a 
ward of  t he st at e who was searching f or  a way t o be f amous.  Yet  none of  
t his adequat ely answer s t he quest ions t hat  we have.  I t  only leads t o mor e 
quest ions.  
 
As wr it er s, it  is our  j ob t o make sense of  t hings.  We wr it e t o under st and 
who our  charact er s are and what  t hey are t hinking and why t hey r eact  one 
way in one set  of  cir cumst ances and a t ot ally dif f er ent  way in anot her  set  
of  cir cumst ances. We layer  one "what  if " upon anot her  as we cr eat e a wor ld 
f or  our  imaginary char act er s, and our  plot  lines hinge on our  abilit ies t o t ie 
t his ser ies of  moment s t oget her  int o one cohesive st or y.  
 
But  lif e is not  f ict ion.  As much as we t r y t o make it  so, t he t r ut h is, t her e 
are some t hings t hat  j ust  happen.  No r eal explanat ions.  No r eal answer s.  
Because if  t her e wer e any absolut e answer s, we would be able t o st op such 
t hings f r om ever  happening again.   
 
So I  have given up at t empt ing t o make sense of  why a young man ent er ed a 
mall and opened f ir e on complet e st r anger s.  I nst ead, I  am f ocusing on t he 
par t  t hat  does make sense t o me.  As shot s r ang out  and people r an f or  
cover , f olks who wer e st r anger s became f r iends.  I n t he midst  of  t he f ear  
and panic, t hose who could easily have f led and saved t hemselves made sur e 
t hat  t hose who wer e most  vulner able (babies, pr egnant  women, t he elder ly) 
wer e as pr ot ect ed as possible, given t he cir cumst ances 
 
 
 

Continued 
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This, t hen, is t he r eal meaning of  t his t r agedy, f or  me.  When t he wor st  happens, and 
or dinary people are called upon t o per f or m ext r aor dinar ily, t hey can and will r ise t o t he 
occasion.  I n a moment ' s t ime, her oes are cr eat ed.  Lif e is not  f ict ion, but  t he best  f ict ion 
mimics lif e.  As I  wr it e f or  childr en, I  will never  f or get  t hat  t he t r ue her oes are t hose 
or dinary f olk t hat  are t hr own int o impossible sit uat ions and f ind t he cour age wit hin 
t hemselves t o be t he best  t hey can be at  t hat  moment  in t ime.  Now, t hat  makes sense t o 
me!  

 

“We learn to write by teaching.”  Award-winning children’s author and educational 
writing consultant N. L. Sharp lives by these words.  Her picture books include THE 
RING BEAR, a 2004 winner in Nebraska’s Center for the Book Awards Program, and 
TODAY I’M GOING FISHING WITH MY DAD, a Nebraska Children’s Choice Award 
nominee in ‘95-’96 and an AR™ title.  Her newest title, EFFIE’S IMAGE, released in 
2005, was named a 2006 Teacher’s Choice Award Winner by Learning Magazine and is 
a Nebraska Children’s Choice Award nominee for 2007-2008.  If you are interested 
in attending NOVEL SECRETS: A NOVEL RETREAT IN THREE ACTS or you have 
suggestions for future columns, please email Nancy at  
NLSHARPWRI TER@YAHOO.COM or visit her website at www.NLSHARP.COM 

 

  

  

  

Sharp  Wri t ing (Cont inued) 

Good News from SCBWI Dakotas Members 
Hello Wr it er s and I llust r at or s f r om t he Dakot as and beyond... 

Her eÕs excit ing news about  SCBWI  wr it er s f r om our  r egion. 

Rose Ross Zediker Õs new novel, Thr ough t he Eyes of  Love, was r eleased last  week, bot h in pr int  and 
elect r onic edit ions.  For  mor e inf or mat ion, visit  her  publisher Õs websit e. 

ht t p:/ /w ww.t hewildr osepr ess.com/ index.php?main_page=pr oduct _inf o&pr oduct s_id=632 

Also, Dave Volk and Mark Meier henr y and illust r at or  J ason Folker t sÕ book, The Myst er y of  t he 
Round Rocks, j ust  went  int o it s second pr int ing!  For  mor e inf or mat ion, visit  
ht t p:/ /w ww.sdkidsbooks.com/  

 
Do you have news youÕd like t o share?  Please let  us know.  E mail J ean Pat r ick at  
J ean@j eanpat r ick.com or  me at  scbwidakot as@gmail.com and weÕll get  t he wor d out . 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Opport unit ies f or Dakot a Ar ea Writ ers  
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A variety of opportunities are available for writers and 
illustrators in our region.  Here’s what you can do! 
 

*  Join the listserv.   
SCBWI  member s and non-member s are welcome.  Go t o www.gr oups.yahoo.com   
and search f or  dakot as_scbwi   (I f  you arenÕt  a member  of  Yahoo Gr oups, youÕll 
need t o j oin t his ser vice f ir st .  J ust  f ollow t he inst r uct ions on t he page.)    
Quest ions?  Please cont act  our  list ser v administ r at or , Mary Scarbr ough:    
mj scarb@mchsi.com 

 

 *  Join the data base.  
 SCBWI  member s and non-member s are welcome.  For  det ails and dat a base 
f or m, please cont act  Caroline Downs: dcdowns@nccr ay.com   (This dat abase will 
be published on our  websit e soon.) 

 

 *  Join the speakers list.  
 SCBWI  member s only.  Please send cont act  inf or mat ion and a br ief  descr ipt ion 
of  your self  and your  pr esent at ion(s) t o Caroline Downs: dcdowns@nccr ay.com    
(This speaker  list  will be published on our  websit e soon.) 

 

*  Read The Prairie Pen (the SCBWI-Dakotas newsletter). 
  SCBWI  member s r eceive t he Deluxe edit ion.   Non-member s r eceive t he Basic 
edit ion.   I f  you t hink youÕr e get t ing t he wr ong edit ion, please cont act  Pat t i 
Kur t z: kur t pat t 13@gmail.com 

 

* Become a member of SCBWI.  
 For  det ails, visit  www.scbwi.or g    I f  you have quest ions, please cont act  J ean 
Pat r ick, SCBWI  Regional Advisor  Ð Dakot as: j ean@sant el.net  

  

  

By J ean Pat ric k, SCBWI  Dakot as RA 

"A book is 
like 

a piece of 
rope; 

it takes on 
meaning only 
in connection 

with the 
things 

it holds 
together." 
~ Norman 

Cousins 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. 
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Mar ket ing News 
 

Scholastic has pr omot ed Abigail McAden t o Publishing Dir ect or , Paper backs, over seeing YA and 
ser ies publishing f or  Scholast ic Paper backs and Point . 
 
Scholastic also pr omot ed Cher yl Klein f r om Edit or  t o Senior  Edit or  at  t he Ar t hur  A. Levine 
Books impr int . Klein' s websit e of  edit or ial advice is ht t p:/ /m ysit e.ver izon.net / vzeqj o1w/  
 
Penguin' s Razor bill impr int  f or  t eens has pr omot ed J essica Rot henber g t o Associat e Edit or  f r om 
Assist ant  Edit or . 
 
Lit t le, Br own Books f or  Young Reader s has named J oseph Mont i dir ect or  of  paper backs. Mont i 
will be over seeing all of  t he impr int ' s middle gr ade and young adult  paper back r eissues in t he 
newly cr eat ed posit ion. He will also be edit ing and acquir ing t it les. Set  t o st ar t  on J anuary 7, 
Mont i will be r epor t ing dir ect ly t o senior  v-p and publisher  of  LBBYR, Megan Tingley. (Cour t esy 
Publisher Õs Weekly) 
 
Publisher s Market place r epor t s t he f ollowing pr omot ions:  Lit t le, Br own has moved J ennif er  
Hunt  up t o Execut ive Edit or ; Alvina Ling t o Senior  Edit or ; Nancy Conescu t o Edit or ; and Tania 
Biswas t o Assist ant  Edit or  at  t he Yen Pr ess impr int  f or  gr aphic novels. 
 

Her eÕs a link t hat  will give you insight s and det ails about  Dut t on edit or s and t he submission 
pr ocess: 
ht t p:/ /w ww.dut t onwr it er sr oom.com/h ow-t o/s ubmission-guidelines/  
 
Nancy Mer cado has j oined Roar ing Br ook Pr ess as an Execut ive Edit or . She plans t o f ocus on 
middle gr ade and young adult  f ict ion, especially Òr ealist ic books wit h a hopef ul qualit y.Ó 
 
Roar ing Br ook, a division of  Macmillan, also hir ed Deir dr e Langeland  last  March t o head up t he 
Flash Point  nonf ict ion impr int , which debut s in t he spr ing. 
 
The goal of  t he new Flash Point  impr int  is Òt o publish high qualit y nonf ict ion f or  middle gr ader s 
and young adult s t hat  speaks dir ect ly t o kids,Ó says Langeland, f or mer ly an edit or  at  Kingf isher . 
ÒWe are cr eat ing books wit h innovat ive concept s and st r ong cont ent  t hat  are well designed f or  
t he t r ade market , books t hat  kids will pick up t hemselves in a st or e.Ó  (cour t esy of  Publisher Õs 
Weekly) 
 
Penguin announces r ecent  pr omot ions:  Eileen Kr eit , Publisher  of  Puf f in, and Michael Gr een, 
Publisher  at  Philomel, t o Pr esident  of  t heir  r espect ive impr int s. They wer e pr eviously Vice 
Pr esident s. Bot h have been at  Penguin f or  well over  a decade. 
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What  can t wo people do t o make a dent  in developing a r eading cult ur e wher e t her e isnÕt  one? Aut hor  
J ane Kur t z says t hat  was t he quest ion t hat  made her  gr oan when she was appr oached by 
Gebr egeor gis Yohannes, a libr ar ian f r om San Fr ancisco Public Libr ary, who had come t o t he U.S. 
f r om Et hiopia as a polit ical r ef ugee. He had seen her  childr enÕs books set  in Et hiopia, wher e she 
spent  most  of  his childhood. What  about  t he childr en of  Et hiopia, he asked? 
       
Five years lat er , t he answer  has st unned bot h Kur t z and Yohannes. Their  pr oj ect  was j ust  wr it t en up 
in t he Oct ober  issue of  Good Housekeeping, pr ompt ing an out pour ing of  suppor t , but  even bef or e 
t hat , t hey discover ed t hat  t eacher s, libr ar ians, chur ches, school childr en, aut hor s, and ot her  book 
lover s wer e eager  t o help. W it h a f air ly st eady st r eam of  small checks, Yohannes moved back t o 
Et hiopia and has now st ar t ed t he ver y f ir st  childr enÕs libr ar ies and published t he f ir st  bilingual, f ull-
color  books f or  childr en. 
       
Et hiopia Reads has r un pr imar ily on volunt eer  power  and wit h individual donat ions. Wr it er s, 
illust r at or s, and designer s have donat ed t heir  wor k School childr en, t eacher s, and t he nonpr of it  
Books f or  Af r ica have pr ovided gent ly used books. ÒWe have t o be t hr if t y,Ó Kur t z says. They own 
only one libr ar y buildingÑ a car t , pulled by a donkey around t he neighbor hoods of  t he pr ovincial 
capit al of  Awassa. I n t he capit al cit y of  Addis Ababa, t hey r ent  a t wo-st or y house (wher e Yohannes 
once lived) and are st ar t ing libr ar ies in schools t hat  will pr ovide space and a per son t o r un t he 
f ledgling libr ary. This f all, t he t ent h school signed on. 
       
ÒThe int er est  is def init ely t her e,Ó Kur t z says. ÒI n our  f ir st  libr ar y, we had 40 ,000  visit s t he f ir st  
year .Ó Now one of  t hose youngst er s has j ust  st ar t ed college st udies. As Yohannes says, books change 
lives. 
 
J ane Kur t z is an award-winning aut hor  who was bor n in Por t land, Or egon. She moved wit h her  f amily 
t o East  Af r ica when she was t wo years old, and spent  most  of  her  childhood t her e.  Her  childhood 
exper iences include animal spot t ing on t he savanna, all-day t r eks t o manage t hir t y- t wo miles on a 
t r eacher ous r oad, and per iodic visit s t o t he U.S. wher e her  f ellow st udent s would ask, ÒDid you see 
Tarzan?Ó 
       
By t he t ime J ane came back t o t he Unit ed St at es f or  college, she f elt  t her e was no way t o t alk 
about  her  childhood home t o people her e. I t  t ook near ly t went y years t o f inally f ind a wayÑ t hr ough 
her  childr en' s books. Her  f ir st  Et hiopian st or y is Fir e on t he Mount ain, illust r at ed by E. B. Lewis 
(Simon & Schust er , 1994). Her  lif e st or y t old in a book J ane Kur t z and You includes exper iences t hat  
not  only shaped her  pict ur e books and novels f or  young r eader s but  also nudged her  t o help st ar t  t he 
f ir st  f r ee libr ary f or  childr en in Addis Ababa, capit al of  Et hiopia. 
       
J ane is an SCBWI  member  and cur r ent ly lives in Kansas wit h her  husband, Leonard Goer ing, wher e 
bot h of  t hem enj oy visit s f r om t heir  childr en. 
 
Et hiopia Reads:  ht t p:// www.et hiopiareads.or g  f r om Expr ession On-Line 
J ane Kur t z:  ht t p:// www.j anekur t z.com/    December  10, 2007  

J ane Kur t z and Et hiopia Reads 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCBWI  Dakotas 
Chapter  

 Newsletter Editor:    Patti Kurtz   scbwidakot as@gmail.com 

 Regional Advisor:   Jean Patrick   j ean@j eanpat r ick.com 

 

  

 

Edit or ial I nf or mat ion 

"A writer who 
waits for ideal 

conditions under 
which to work 

will die without 
putting a word 

to paper." 
 

~ E.B. Whi t e 

WeÕre on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.scbwidakotas.org 

Disclaimer :  SCBWI - Dako ta s cl ai ms n o re sp onsi bi li ty  f or  
th e ac cu ra cy , va li di ty , or  o ut co me o f  a ny  c onte st s,  
mark et  i nf or mati on, ev ents , et c.   Thi s newsle tt er  i s 
a se rv ic e to  p as s on i nf or mati on: yo u are  r es pons ib le  
fo r in ve st ig at in g befo re  p ar ti ci pati ng.  

 

Member  newsÉ 
Send member  news t o J ean Pat r ick, j ean@j eanpat r ick.com or  t o 
scbwidakot as@gmail.com 

Call For  SubmissionsÉ 
 

Have you r ead a book (f ict ion or  nonf ict ion) t hat  has inspir ed you t o 
wr it e or  illust r at e?  Do you know of  a gr eat  book about  t he cr af t  of  
wr it ing or  illust r at ing f or  childr en?  Tell us about  it .  Per haps weÕll 
include your  r ecommendat ion in t he next  newslet t er . 

Send submissions t o scbwidakot as@gmail.com 

 


