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What is SCBWI ?

The Society of Children® Book Writers and | llustrators is a prof essional or ganization
for writers and illustrators of children® literature. |f youjoin on the national level,
you aut omatically become a member of the SCBWI Dakot as (or your own state®
region). For more information about the benefits of belonging to SCBWI, visit

www.scbwi.org

Who is receiving this Newsletter:

Because we@ like to reach as many writers and illustrators as we can, there will be
two versions of the newsletter:

The COMPACT version will feature shorter versions of the interviews, some market
news and the contests and articles on craft. This newsletter is available to any
interested writer or illustrator of children® literature.

The DELUXE version will f eature expanded market news, member news, longer
interviews and more in-depth articles. This will be available to SCBWI| members only,
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First Line Contest, October

Congratulations to Terri DeGezelle and Steph Newland, who both correctly
identified the first line: @n a warm summer & evening, a very angry twelve
year old boy was leaning against a chestnut tree, tearing a leaf into small
pieces and muttering to himself 0 as being from Blood Red Horse by K M
Grant.

I f you know the answer to this month&first line contest, e mail me at
scbwidakot as@amail.com.

First Line Contest...

Here®the first line. Canyou identify the author and title of the work?
QPay attention.O

Know the answer ? E-mail it to me at scbwidakot as@gmail.com

In This Issue:

¥ More Sharp Writing
Tips

¥ Market News

¥ Good News from
SCBWI Dakot as
Members

"BIC. Butt in chair.
That's how you
become a
professional writer.
It doesn’t have to
do with inspiration;
and it doesn’t have
to do with
agitation, it only
has to do with
perspiration.
William Faulkner
once said, T write
only when I'm
inspired.
Fortunately

I'm inspired at
9:00 every
morning.’ BIC.”

~ Jane Yolen,
children's author
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"The unread
story is not a
story. it is
little black
marks on wood
pulp. The
reader, reading
it, makes it
live: a live
thing, a story.”

Ursula K. Le
éuin

SCBWI Dakotas Newsletter

From Your RAE

Hello, Everyone!

As we speak, | @ writing this column, revising a book review, and decor ating
the Christmas tree. Normally, | don®recommend frenetic multi-tasking. But
in our family, it® holiday tradition to wait until the last minute (with
ever yt hing!).

But seriously, December has been a busy month. | just returned from
Honesdale, Pennsylvania, where | attended a Highlights Founder s W or kshop
led by Jane Yolen. It was incredible.

The title of the workshop was GEvery Word Counts: Writing the Picture
Book.O But the word that resonates is @ut.O As attendees, we f ound
ourselves cutting, cutting, cutting. It wasn® much fun, but we discover ed
how wor d count directly aff ects the pace and impact of our stories.

The other word that | absorbed was Gbundance.O As Jane Yolen present ed
and analyzed an abundance of published books, ideas f or new books began to
multiply.

This abundance is available to all of us. Gotothe library, bookstore, or on-
line catalogs. Dive into see what authors and illustrators are doing. Next,
push yourself into the land of ideas. Banish your censor, and let lists of
possibilities flow.

When one of these ideas grabs you (and you@ know when it happens), don® sit
back. Grab that pen, pencil, or laptop...and write!

Wishing you an abundance of blessings for the New Year!
Jean Patrick
Jean Patrick is the SCBWI Regional Advisor for the Dakotas Society of

Children® Book Writers and | llustrators. | f you have comments, please
contact her at | ean@j eanpatrick.com

Try this for alittle literary exercise and a "no skin of f your back" donation
tocharity. (They really do donate that ricel!)

htt p:/ /www.freerice.com/
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Sharp Writing!

Writ ing tips by N. L. Sharp

As | write this, | amstill reeling fromthe news that there was a shooting
in the WestRoads Mall in Omaha that left at least nine people dead. | had
just returned from a Christ mas shopping trip myself when my son called

and asked if | had heard about it. | hadn't. | turned onthe television and

| was still there, watching, trying to make sense of it all, when my husband “Writing is long
got home from work that night. periods of
thinking
The media and the police are trying to make sense of it, as well. They have and short
investigated the shooter's background and shared with us that he was a periods
"troubled" youth who had recently been fired from his job and broken up of writing."

with his girlfriend. They say he had dropped out of school two years ago 9
. ~Ernest

and was known to have been on antidepressants. They say that he was a ]

Hemingway

ward of the state who was searching for away to be famous. Yet none of
this adequat ely answers t he questions that we have. |t only leads to more
questions.

As writers, it is our job to make sense of things. We write to understand
who our characters are and what they are thinking and why they react one
way in one set of circumstances and a totally dif f erent way in anot her set
of circumstances. We layer one "what if " upon another as we create a world
for our imaginary characters, and our plot lines hinge on our abilitiesto tie
this series of moments together into one cohesive story.

But lifeis not fiction. As much aswe try to make it so, thetruth is, there
are some things that just happen. No real explanations. No real answers.
Because if there were any absolut e answers, we would be able to stop such
things from ever happening again.

So | have given up attempting to make sense of why ayoung man entered a
mall and opened fire on complete strangers. | nstead, | amfocusing onthe
part that does make sense to me. As shots rang out and people ran f or
cover, folks who were strangers became friends. I nthe midst of the fear
and panic, those who could easily have fled and saved themselves made sure
that those who were most vulner able (babies, pregnant women, the elderly)
wer e as prot ect ed as possible, given the circumstances

Continued
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Sharp Wri ting (Continued)

This, then, is the real meaning of this tragedy, for me. When the wor st happens, and
ordinary people are called upon to perform extraordinarily, they can and will rise to the
occasion. | namoment's time, heroes are created. Life is not fiction, but the best fiction
mimics life. As | writefor children, I will never forget that the true heroes are those
ordinary folk that are thrown into impossible situations and find the courage within
themselves to be the best they can be at that moment intime. Now, that makes sense to
me!

"We learn to write by teaching.” Award-winning children’s author and educational
writing consultant N. L. Sharp lives by these words. Her picture books include THE
RING BEAR, a 2004 winner in Nebraska's Center for the Book Awards Program, and
TODAY I'M 6OING FISHING WITH MY DAD, a Nebraska Children’s Choice Award
nominee in '95-'96 and an AR™ title. Her newest title, EFFIE'S IMAGE, released in
2005, was named a 2006 Teacher's Choice Award Winner by Learning Magazine and is
a Nebraska Children’s Choice Award nominee for 2007-2008. If you are interested
in attending NOVEL SECRETS: A NOVEL RETREAT IN THREE ACTS or you have
suggestions for future columns, please email Nancy at

NLSHARPWRI TER@YAHOO.COM or visit her website at ww.NLSHARP.COM

Good News from SCBWI Dakotas Members

Hello Writers and | llustrators from the Dakot as and beyond...
Her e® exciting news about SCBWI writers from our region.

Rose Ross Zediker ® new novel, Through the Eyes of Love, was released last week, both in print and
electronic editions. For mor e information, visit her publisher ® websit e.

htt p:/ /w ww.t hewildr osepr ess.com/ index.php?main page=product info&products id=632

Also, Dave Volk and Mark Meierhenry and illustrator Jason FolkertsCook, The Mystery of the
Round Rocks, just went into its second printing! For more infor mation, visit
htt p:/ /w ww.sdkidsbooks.com/

Do you have news you@ like to share? Please let us know. E mail Jean Patrick at
J ean@j eanpatrick.com or me at schwidakot as@gmail.com and we® get the word out.
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Opport unities f or Dakota Area Writ ers
By Jean Patric k, SCBWI Dakotas RA

A variety of opportunities are available for writers and
illustrators in our region. Here's what you can dol!

* Join the listserv.

SCBWI members and non-members are welcome. Go to www.groups.yahoo.com
and search for dakotas_schwi (I f you aren® a member of Yahoo Groups, you®
need tojointhis service first. Just follow the instructions on the page.)
Questions? Pease contact our listserv administrator, Mary Scarbrough:

mj scar b@mchsi.com

* Join the data base.

SCBWI members and non-members are welcome. For details and data base
form, please contact Caroline Downs: dcdowns@nccray.com (This database will
be published on our website soon.)

* Join the speakers list.

SCBWI members only. Please send contact information and a brief description
of yourself and your presentation(s) to Caroline Downs: dcdowns@nccr ay.com
(This speaker list will be published on our websit e soon.)

* Read The Prairie Pen (the SCBWI-Dakotas newsletter).

SCBWI members receive the Deluxe edition. Non-members receive the Basic
edition. | f you think you®e getting the wrong edition, please contact Patti
Kurtz: kurtpatt 13 @gmail.com

* Become a member of SCBWI.

For details, visit www.scbwi.org |f you have questions, please contact Jean
Patrick, SCBWI Regional Advisor BDakot as: | ean@sant el.net
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“A book is
like

a piece of
rope;

it takes on
meaning only
in connection
with the
things

it holds
together."

~ Norman
Cousins
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Mar keting News

Scholastic has promot ed Abigail McAden to Publishing Dir ector, Paper backs, over seeing YA and
series publishing for Scholastic Paperbacks and Point.

Scholastic also promot ed Cheryl Klein from Editor to Senior Editor at the Arthur A. Levine
Books imprint. Klein's websit e of editorial advice is http://mysite.verizon.net/vzeqj olw/

Penguin's Razor bill imprint for teens has promoted Jessica Rothenberg to Associate Editor from
Assistant Editor.

Little, Brown Books for Young Readers has named Joseph Monti director of paperbacks. Monti
will be overseeing all of the imprint's middle grade and young adult paper back reissues inthe
newly created position. He will also be editing and acquiring titles. Set to start on January 7,
Monti will be reporting directly to senior v-p and publisher of LBBYR, Megan Tingley. (Courtesy
Publisher @ Weekly)

Publishers Marketplace reports the following promotions: Little, Brown has moved Jennif er
Hunt up to Executive Editor; Alvina Ling to Senior Editor; Nancy Conescu to Editor; and Tania
Biswas to Assistant Editor at the Yen Press imprint for graphic novels.

Here® a link that will give you insights and details about Dutton editors and t he submission
process:
htt p:/ /w ww.dut t onwr it er sroom.com/h ow-t o/s ubmission-guidelines/

Nancy Mer cado has joined Roaring Brook Press as an Executive Editor. She plans to focus on
middle grade and young adult fiction, especially @ ealistic books with a hopef ul quality.O

Roaring Brook, a division of Macmillan, also hired Deirdre Langeland last March to head up the
Flash Point nonfiction imprint, which debuts in the spring.

The goal of the new Flash Point imprint is Qo publish high quality nonfiction for middle graders
and young adults that speaks directly to kids,Osays Langeland, f ormerly an editor at Kingfisher.
QWe are creating books with innovative concepts and strong content that are well designed f or
the trade market, books that kids will pick up themselves in a store.O (courtesy of Publisher @
Weekly)

Penguin announces recent promotions: Eileen Kreit, Publisher of Puffin, and Michael Green,
Publisher at Philomel, to President of their respective imprints. They were previously Vice
Presidents. Both have been at Penguin f or well over a decade.
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Jane Kurtz and Et hiopia Reads

What can two people do to make a dent in developing areading cult ure wher e there isn® one? Aut hor
Jane Kurtz says that was the question that made her groan when she was appr oached by

Gebr egeor gis Yohannes, a librarian from San Francisco Public Library, who had come to the U.S.
from Et hiopia as a political ref ugee. He had seen her children® books set in Ethiopia, where she
spent most of his childhood. What about the children of Ethiopia, he asked?

Five years later, the answer has stunned both Kurtz and Yohannes. Their project was just written up
in the October issue of Good Housekeeping, prompting an out pouring of support, but even before
that, they discovered that teachers, librarians, churches, school children, authors, and other book
lover s wer e eager to help. With afairly steady stream of small checks, Yohannes moved back to
Ethiopia and has now started the very first children® libraries and published the first bilingual, f ull-
color books for children.

Et hiopia Reads has run primarily on volunt eer power and with individual donations. Writers,
illustrators, and designers have donat ed t heir work School children, teachers, and the nonpr of it
Books for Africa have provided gently used books. e have to be thrifty,OKurt z says. They own
only one library buildingN a cart, pulled by a donkey around the neighborhoods of the provincial
capital of Awassa. | nthe capital city of Addis Ababa, they rent atwo-story house (where Yohannes
once lived) and are starting libraries in schools that will provide space and a persontorunthe
fledgling library. This fall, the tenth school signed on.

(heinterest is definitely there,OKurtz says. @ nour first library, we had 40,000 visits the first
year.ONow one of those youngsters has just started college studies. As Yohannes says, books change
lives.

Jane Kurtz is an award-winning author who was born in Portland, Oregon. She moved with her family
to East Africa when she was two years old, and spent most of her childhood there. Her childhood
experiences include animal spotting on the savanna, all-day treks to manage thirty-two miles on a
treacherous road, and periodic visits to the U.S. where her fellow students would ask, @id you see
Tarzan?0

By the time Jane came back to the United States for college, she felt there was no way to talk
about her childhood home to people here. It took nearly twenty yearsto finally find a wayNthrough
her children's books. Her first Ethiopian story is Fire on the Mountain, illustrated by E. B. Lewis
(Simon & Schuster, 1994). Her life story told in a book Jane Kurtz and You includes experiences t hat
not only shaped her picture books and novels f or young readers but also nudged her to help start the
first freelibrary for childrenin Addis Ababa, capital of Ethiopia.

Jane is an SCBWI member and currently lives in Kansas with her husband, Leonard Goering, where
both of them enjoy visits from their children.

Ethiopia Reads: http:// www.et hiopiareads.org from Expression On-Line
Jane Kurtz: http:// www.janekurtz.com/ December 10, 2007




wa writer who Al FOr Submissionsk

waits for ideal
conditions under Have you read a book (f iction or nonfiction) that has inspired you to
which to work write or illustrate? Do you know of a great book about the craft of
will die without writing or illustrating for children? Tell us about it. Perhaps we®

putting a word include your recommendation in the next newsletter.

to paper."” Send submissions to schwidakot as@gmail.com

~ E.B. White

Editorial | nformation

Newsletter Editor: Patti Kurtz scbwidakot as@gmail.com

Regional Advisor: Jean Patrick jean@jeanpatrick.com

We@®e on the Web!
See us at:

www.scbwidakotas.org

Member newsE

Send member news to Jean Patrick, | ean@j eanpatrick.comor to
scbwidakot as@gmail.com

Disclaimer: SCBW - Dakota s cl ai msn o responsi bili ty f or
th e accuracy, vali dity, or outcomeof any c onte st s,
mak et i nf or mai on, events, etec. This newslett er i s
a servic e to pass oni nformai on: you are r esponsib le
for investig atin g before parti ci pati ng.



